
UNEXPECTED CITIZENSHIP
Lesson 7

Matthew 22:15–22
 
RECAP
Take a moment to share about your experience with last week’s 
“Spiritual Practice” and “On Mission” sections.
 
BIG IDEA
How do we live out Kingdom ethics and principles while also 
living within the power structures on earth? This can be a 
challenging tightrope to walk. We have citizenship in heaven, 
but we live under earthly authority as well. This tension was 
something Jesus was very familiar with, and He expertly taught 
how to respect and obey both. 
 
CONTEXT
This was the beginning of Jesus’ last week on earth. Earlier 
in the week, He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to shouts 
of praise. He knew that He had come to die, so this last week 
of ministry was significant. At the beginning of His time in 
Jerusalem, He went to the temple and cleared out the people 
selling animals for sacrifices—those trying to make a profit. He 
also called out the religious leaders’ hypocrisy, exclusivity, and 
misunderstandings by using parables. All of these events led to 
the religious leaders questioning Jesus’ authority.
 
READ MATTHEW 22:15–22
 15 Then the Pharisees met together to plot how to trap 
Jesus into saying something for which he could be arrested. 
16 They sent some of their disciples, along with the supporters 
of Herod, to meet with him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know how 
honest you are. You teach the way of God truthfully. You are 
impartial and don’t play favorites. 17 Now tell us what you think 
about this: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
 18 But Jesus knew their evil motives. “You hypocrites!” 
he said. “Why are you trying to trap me? 19 Here, show me the 
coin used for the tax.” When they handed him a Roman coin, 
20 he asked, “Whose picture and title are stamped on it?”
 21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
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 “Well, then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.”
 22 His reply amazed them, and they went away.

QUESTIONS
1.  Why were the Pharisees and the supporters of Herod1 
     plotting to have Jesus arrested?2 See Matthew 21:12–17, 
     23–46 as you answer.
 
 

2.  How did the Pharisees go about trying to trap Jesus?3 
     (22:16–17) Why do you think they took this approach?4

 
 

1 “Herod the Great was the first major client-king in Israel after its subjugation by 
Rome. He reigned from 37–4 BC, levying heavy taxes on the Jews, conscripting 
labour, and building massive public works projects. Paranoid about would-be 
usurpers to his throne, he had many of his family members and close associates 
executed.” Gardner, Paul Douglas. New International Encyclopedia of Bible 
Characters: The Complete Who’s Who in the Bible. Zondervan, 2001. Bible Gateway 
Plus
2 “The Pharisees were a religious group opposed to the Roman occupation of 
Palestine. The Herodians [supporters of Herod] were a political party that supported 
the Herods and the policies instituted by Rome. These groups with diametrically 
opposed beliefs usually were antagonistic toward each other. … [However,] these 
two groups found a common enemy in Jesus.” Barton, Bruce B. Life Application Bible 
Commentary: Matthew. Tyndale House Publishers, 1996. 432
3 “There were three basic types of taxes: (1) A land or produce tax took one-tenth of 
all grain and one-fifth of all fruit (or wine); (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five 
paid a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken—one day’s wages; and 
(3) a custom tax was collected at ports and city gates as toll for goods transported—
rates were 2 to 5 percent of the value of the goods. This question may have been 
focusing on the poll tax or on the taxes in general.” Barton, Bruce B. Life Application 
Bible Commentary: Matthew. Tyndale House Publishers, 1996. 434
4 “If Jesus agreed that it was right to pay taxes to Caesar, the Pharisees would say he 
was opposed to God, the only King they recognized. If Jesus said the taxes should 
not be paid, the supporters of Herod would hand him over to Herod on the charge 
of rebellion.” Life Application Study Bible: New Living Translation. Tyndale House 
Publishers, 2007. 1589
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3.  How did Jesus thwart the Pharisees’ trap?5 (22:18–21)
 
 

a.  Jesus was ultimately asking where their allegiance 
     was—exposing who they were. The question they 
     asked showed that they valued their money above other
     things—they didn’t want to give it to anyone but 
     themselves. Allegiance is an important concept. How 
     would you define allegiance? What does allegiance look 
     like in your life?
 

b.  What would it look like for us to give to “Caesar what is 
     Caesar’s” and to give to “God what is God’s” today?
 
 

c.  On the coin Jesus used in this example, there was an 
     image of Caesar, but on our lives we carry the image of 
     God. How does that influence what you believe belongs 
     to God? Whose image is on you?

5 “Caesar was the name of a dynasty of Roman leaders that began with the Julian 
family. The most famous Caesar was Caius Julius Caesar (102–44 BC). Octavius 
was his adopted heir. Caesar Augustus is mentioned in Luke 2:1, and Tiberius 
Caesar in Luke 3:1. It was probably Tiberius that the disciples of the Pharisees had 
in mind when they asked Jesus whether it was right to pay taxes to Caesar.” New 
International Encyclopedia of Bible Characters: The Complete Who’s Who in the 
Bible. Zondervan, 2001. Bible Gateway Plus
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4.  “In their question, the religious leaders used the word 
     didomi, meaning ‘to give.’ Jesus responded with the word   
     apodidomi, meaning ‘to pay a debt.’ In other words, having 
     a coin meant being a part of that country, so citizens should 
     acknowledge the authority of Caesar and pay for the 
     benefits accorded to them by his empire (for example, 
     peace and an efficient road system). The Pharisees and 
     Herodians tried to make it appear that it was incompatible 
     to be a Jew and pay taxes to a pagan emperor who claimed
     to be divine.”6 Jesus was bringing liberation and freedom 
     through peace, rather than mutiny and rebellion. In what 
     ways can the Church today live in peace, rather than mutiny 
     and rebellion?

a.  How do the following Scriptures further explain how 
     believers are to interact with those in authority?

i.  1 Peter 2:13–17
13 For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—
whether the king as head of state, 14 or the officials he 
has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish 
those who do wrong and to honor those who do right. 
15 It is God’s will that your honorable lives should 
silence those ignorant people who make foolish 
accusations against you. 16 For you are free, yet you 
are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an 
excuse to do evil. 17 Respect everyone, and love the 
family of believers. Fear God, and respect the king.

 

6 Barton, Bruce B. Life Application Bible Commentary: Matthew. Tyndale House 
Publishers, 1996. 435
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ii.  Romans 13:1–2
1 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For 
all authority comes from God, and those in positions 
of authority have been placed there by God. 2 So 
anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and they will be 
punished. 

 

iii.  1 Timothy 2:1–2
1 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask 
God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give 
thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who 
are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet 
lives marked by godliness and dignity.

 

b.  Are these verses convicting, encouraging, hard, easy, 
     etc.? In what way?
 
 

 
c.  How is God speaking to you personally about authority?
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5.  By coming to earth as a human, as well as modeling how to
     live in God’s Kingdom, Jesus taught that we, as His 
     followers, have dual citizenship on earth and in heaven. 
     Philippians 3:20 says, “We are citizens of heaven, where 
     the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for 
     him to return as our Savior.”
     What does this dual citizenship mean to you today?

6.  Each of these stories tells us more about Jesus, the 
     unexpected King. What is one thing you have learned about 
     Jesus from this lesson, and how will it impact how you live?
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SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Take some time to sit quietly before the Lord. As you ask 
yourself the questions below, ask Jesus to reveal His truth to 
you. Listen for His loving voice as you process together.
 
Make a list of the things that you find easy to give to God. 
 
 

 

Is there anything you are holding back or holding onto instead 
of giving to God?
 
 

Naming those things you are holding back or holding onto is 
the first step in releasing them and allowing God into these 
areas of your life. This is an ongoing process, so continue 
to release them to Him as you journey together. Remember, 
God’s convicting voice is one of kindness and love, not 
condemnation—He loves you.
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ON MISSION
What are some of the ways you look and act differently 
because of your dual citizenship? 

How could those help draw others into the Kingdom?
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PRAYER REQUESTS
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SERMON NOTES
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