
SATAN’S FINAL DEFEAT
Lesson 14

Revelation 20

 WELCOME
 When and where did you receive Christ?

INTRODUCTION
In Revelation 19, heaven was roaring—the heavenly host sounded like 
the shouts of a vast crowd, the roar of mighty ocean waves and the 
crash of loud thunder as they celebrated God’s defeat of the “great 
prostitute, Babylon.”1 As we open chapter 20 we discover an even 
greater victory: Satan is captured and imprisoned; He cannot deceive 
or wreak evil havoc anymore. Instead, Jesus Christ will reign on earth 
for 1,000 years—a millennium.

Tips for meaningful engagement with the Word:
• “Chapter 20 has probably engendered more arguments, discussion 

and books than any other section of Revelation.”2 Perhaps that 
is because there is a longing among Christians to understand 
the details of Christ’s return and the end of evil. This chapter is 
the only place in the Bible that speaks of Jesus reigning 1,000 
years, yet whole systems of biblical theology are built around the 
phrase “a thousand years”—a phrase that occurs only five times in 
Scripture, all of them in Revelation 20:2–7.3    

• There are three primary interpretations of when and how the 
Millennium, the 1,000-year reign of Christ, will take place: 
• A-millennialism: Jesus is reigning right NOW in the hearts of      

Christians—the Church. The 1,000 years are a symbol for the 
Church age, which will end with Jesus’ return to earth. This 

1 Babylon symbolically represents Rome, all evil empires and all that is opposed to 
God and His people. (Duvall, 208)
2 Barton, 237
3 Johnson, 332-333
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view emerged in the 2nd century.
• Post-millennialism: Jesus will return to reign AFTER the 

Millennium, meaning He will return after a literal 1,000-year 
period of peace on earth ushered in by the Church. This view 
emerged in the 17th century.

• Pre-millennialism: Jesus will return to reign BEFORE the 
Millennium, His 1,000-year reign, which will occur before the 
final removal of Satan. This view emerged in the late 18th 
century.4  

• It is important to realize the three primary millennial views were 
developed by, and are held by, highly committed followers of Jesus 
Christ who sincerely want to understand God’s Word.5 “[Their] 
differing views of the Millennium need not cause division and 
controversy in the church, because each view acknowledges what 
is most crucial to Christianity: Christ will return, defeat Satan and 
reign forever. Whatever and whenever the Millennium is, Jesus 
Christ will unite all believers. Therefore, we should not let this 
issue divide us.”6 

• This lesson will be divided into four sections with questions after 
each. 
Revelation 20:1–3 – The 1,000-year imprisonment of Satan
Revelation 20:4–6 – The millennial reign of Christ
Revelation 20:7–10 – The permanent defeat of Satan
Revelation 20:11–15 – The final judgment
The verse numbers have been removed from the Scripture 
passages and footnotes have been inserted. These footnotes 
are intended to help clarify the passage and provide better 
understanding.

 
 

4 Johnson, 333, 336; Life Application Study Bible, 2199; https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Postmillennialism
5 Johnson, 335
6 Life Application Study Bible, 2200
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 WORD
 As you come to the Word, pause and ask God to make 
it come alive for you. Ask Him to make it understandable and 
transformational.

Revelation 20:1–3  
 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key 
to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his hand. He seized the 
dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan7—and bound him in 
chains8 for a thousand years.9 The angel threw him into the bottomless 
pit, which he then shut and locked so Satan could not deceive the 
nations anymore until the thousand years were finished. Afterward he 
must be released for a little while.10 

1.  What words are used to emphasize Satan’s capture and
      imprisonment? Why would John use such strong language?

7 “The names of Satan used throughout Revelation are now pulled together: dragon, 
ancient serpent, the devil or Satan, a list similar to the one found in Revelation 
12:9. … As the dragon, Satan was defeated by the archangel Michael in the heavenly 
war (Revelation 12:7–8). He is now also explicitly identified as the ancient serpent 
of Genesis 3, who tempted Adam and Eve and who subsequently tried to destroy 
the messianic community [the Church]. Last, he is the devil, or Satan, meaning 
’adversary’ or ‘accuser.’” (Duvall, 276)
8 Revelation 12 describes Satan falling from heaven and being given freedom 
to roam the earth where he declared war against God’s people. Revelation 20 
describes the end of that freedom for a period of time—a thousand years. (Barton, 
238) God made the decision both to give Satan freedom and to chain him. Satan is 
and always has been under God’s sovereign control.
9 “Although some interpreters claim this refers to a literal thousand years, most treat 
the number one thousand as symbolic of a full and complete but indefinite period 
of time, a conclusion in keeping with the symbolic role of numbers throughout the 
book. Since the number ten represents fullness and completeness [as does the 
number seven], the cube of ten [10 x 10 x 10 = 1,000] would represent a complete 
but indeterminate period of time.” (Duvall, 276)
10 “John doesn’t say why God releases Satan for a little while, but it is part of God’s 
plan for judging the world. Perhaps it is to expose those who rebel against God in 
their hearts and confirm those who are truly faithful to God. Whatever the reason, 
Satan’s release results in the final destruction of evil.” (Life Application Study Bible, 
2200)
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2.  What reactions or questions do you have about Satan being 
      imprisoned for a time but then released on earth again?

Revelation 20:4–6   
 Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been 
given the authority to judge.11 And I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming 
the word of God.12 They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor 
accepted his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They all came to 
life again,13 and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years.14 
 This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come 
back to life until the thousand years had ended.) Blessed and holy are 

11 Some believe it will be the special privilege of the martyrs to judge with Christ. (Fee, 
284) Others believe the judges could be the 24 elders (Revelation 4:4) or an angelic 
court of some kind. In Matthew 19:28 the apostles are promised they will judge from 
twelve thrones. 1 Corinthians 6:2–3 says that the saints will judge the world. Whoever 
it will be, what we can say is that God will have a court in heaven He asks to assist in 
judgment. (Barton, 240) Earlier in Revelation, “John has indicated that the kingdom 
reign will be shared by every believer who overcomes (Revelation 2:26–28; 3:21).” 
(Barker, 1220)
12 “The martyrs [are assured] that they are not forgotten in the divine scheme of 
things.” (Fee, 280) In this specific text, the martyrs had been beheaded for their 
testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the Word of God. This image is “an 
intentional reminder to all God’s people that even though they may expect it to get 
far worse before it ever gets better, God has not forgotten his own, even though for 
some it may seem to be so.” (Fee, 283) One theory is that, “The martyrs in this text 
represent the whole church that is faithful to Jesus, whether or not they have actually 
been killed. … As such, ‘martyrs’ is a synonym for overcomers.” (Barker, 1220)
13 Their spiritual beings were given physical bodies so they could reign with Christ. 
There are many Scriptures that refer to bodily resurrection. (Matthew 9:18; Luke 
24:5–6; John 5:25; 11:25; Acts 1:3; 9:36–41; 20:9–12; 25:19; Romans 14:9; 2 
Corinthians 13:4; Revelation 1:18; 2:8; 20:4–5) (Duvall, 282-283)
14 Many scholars believe that the Millennium is not literal any more than the 
seal, trumpet and bowl judgments literally happen as described. Rather, both the 
Millennium and the judgments are representative of God’s wrath in response to evil 
and His ultimate sovereignty over heaven and earth. (Bauckham, 108)
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those who share in the first resurrection.15 For them the second death16  
holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will 
reign with him a thousand years.17 

3.  Note why God will give the martyrs, and all other believers,18 the 
     privilege of reigning with Christ in the Millennium. (Revelation 
     20:4)

What are the implications of this verse for believers today? 

15 This is the fifth of seven beatitudes or blessings in Revelation. “Christians hold two 
basic views concerning this first resurrection: 

1) Some believe that the first resurrection is spiritual (in the heart at salvation) 
     and that the Millennium is our spiritual reign with Christ between his first and 
     second comings. During this time, we are priests of God because Christ reigns 
     in our hearts. In this view, the second resurrection is the bodily resurrection of 
     all people for judgment. [This perspective is held by A-millennialists.] 
2) Others believe that the first resurrection occurs after Satan has been set aside. 
     It is a physical resurrection of believers, who then reign with Christ on the 
     earth for a literal 1,000 years. The second resurrection occurs at the end of this 
     Millennium in order to judge unbelievers who have died.” [This perspective is 
     held by Pre-millennialists.] (Life Application Study Bible, 2200)

16 The second death is spiritual death—everlasting separation from God. (Life 
Application Study Bible, 2200)
17 “Believers will be entrusted with significant responsibilities in the future kingdom, 
participating with God in judging and ruling … Those who have been judged by the 
world’s systems will someday become the judges. Those who have suffered injustice 
will one day be in a position to administer God’s true justice.” (Duvall, 285)
18 The general understanding is that those who reign with Christ include all believers. 
(Duvall, 285)

83



Revelation 20:7–10  
 When the thousand years come to an end, Satan will be let 
out of his prison. He will go out to deceive19 the nations20—called 
Gog and Magog21—in every corner of the earth. He will gather them 
together for battle22—a mighty army, as numberless as sand along 
the seashore. And I saw them as they went up on the broad plain of 
the earth and surrounded God’s people and the beloved city.23 But 
fire from heaven came down on the attacking armies and consumed 
them.24 Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. 
There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.25 

19 “Throughout Revelation, Satan appears not as a ‘figure of power … but a figure of 
deception, and his only triumph is to deceive the ungodly masses into opposing God 
and worshiping the beast and himself.’” (Duvall, 275)
20 The “nations” represent the final enemies of Christ, both individuals and 
countries, who gather together to attack the reigning Christ and His followers. Their 
willingness to fight with and for Satan shows the complex nature of evil, the power 
of the sin nature deep within every person’s heart, and the deceptive power of 
Satan. (Barker, 1222)
21 The words Gog and Magog are taken from Ezekiel 38, where Ezekiel had a vision 
of Gog, the prince of a host of pagan invaders from Magog. In the vision, Magog 
was a distant land from the north whose goal was to destroy God’s people. Here 
in Revelation 20, Gog and Magog represent the hordes of Christ’s final enemies. 
(Barker, 1222; Life Application Study Bible, 1360)
22 There are a few different views about this final battle. Some scholars suggest 
this battle is a further description of Armageddon, the war John saw in Revelation 
19:11–21 where the kings of the earth “assembled to make war against [Jesus] who 
sat upon the horse…” They suggest it is not a second final battle, because “John is 
relaying what he sees next, not what happens next. The book [of Revelation] does 
not necessarily flow in chronological order. John does not say, ‘and it happened, 
and it happened, and it happened.’ He says, ‘and I saw, and I saw, and I saw.’ What 
he sees next may not happen next.” (Johnson, 340-341) Other scholars believe 
there is a second battle and ask, “Why is there a Millennium, whether a literal 1,000 
years or a symbolically significant period of time? Why doesn’t God go straight 
from Armageddon to eternity? Why this interim and then another final battle—Gog 
and Magog? We don’t know, but it appears that unbelievers on earth are given the 
opportunity to experience what the rule of God is like.” (Barton, 239)
23 “The beloved city probably refers to Jerusalem. Or the ‘beloved city’ could simply 
be a way of describing God’s people. These people will be surrounded by this great 
evil army.” (Barton, 245)
24 “All of Satan’s followers were/[will be] destroyed in an instant.” Such is God’s 
mighty power. (Barton, 245)
25 The end of Satan, the beast and the false prophet (Revelation 19:20) is not 
annihilation, but eternal punishment. They will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever. (Fee, 286)
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4.  After Christ’s 1,000-year reign and after the 1,000 years of 
     Satan’s imprisonment in the bottomless pit, Satan is able to gather
     a massive army to fight against God and His people. What does this 
     say about Satan’s evil nature and his power to deceive?

5.  Believers have the assurance that their names are written in God’s 
      Book of Life and they cannot be snatched out of His hand (John 
      10:28–30). However it’s also true that, “God’s archenemy is known 
      not for using brute force but for accusing and deceiving.”26 How 
      can you/do you regularly protect yourself from Satan’s lies and 
      attractive temptations? Who or what in your life helps you?  

On the other hand, who or what in your life puts you at increased 
risk of believing Satan’s lies and attractive temptations?

26 Duvall, 279
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6.  God's great victory over Satan and his hordes only takes two verses 
      to describe (Revelation 20:9–10). What does that say to you about 
      God?

Revelation 20:11–1527  
 And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it.28 The 
earth and sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to hide.29 
I saw the dead, both great and small,30 standing before God’s throne. 
And the books were opened, including the Book of Life.31 And the dead 
were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the 
books.32  The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up 

27 “At the end of 20:10, the drama seems to be complete with all God’s enemies 
vanquished. As a result, 20:11–15 can be seen to provide further details of the 
judgment already mentioned in 20:9. In other words, 20:4–10 and 20:11–15 can 
really be seen as two versions of the same event: the final judgment of the wicked.” 
(Duvall, 288)
28 “Some suggest that the one sitting on the great white throne is Jesus, citing 
Matthew 25:31, ‘When the Son of Man comes in His glory … he will sit upon His 
glorious throne;’ John 5:22, ‘The Father judges no one. Instead He has given the Son 
absolute authority to judge;’ and 2 Corinthians 5:10, ‘For we must all stand before 
Christ to be judged.’ Most likely, the little verse that solves the mystery is found in 
Jesus’ statement, ‘The Father and I are one’ (John 10:30); thus, the one throne is 
occupied by the Father and the Son as one.” (Barton, 247)
29 “This poetic image could describe the dissolution of everything material and 
corrupt in the presence of God as Judge; it could also depict the end of the old 
earth and old heavens in preparation for the creation of the new (Revelation 21:1).” 
(Barton, 247)
30 “All of the world’s people are here seen as ‘standing before’ God as books are 
opened, thus echoing Daniel 7:10. … Records are being kept in heaven, on the basis 
of which divine justice will be meted out.” (Fee, 287)
31 The Book of Life is the heavenly registry of those who have accepted Christ’s 
gift of salvation. All believers’ names are written in the Book of Life. (Barton, 243)  
(Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; 21:26–27)
32 “All people will be judged according to their works, as recorded in the books, 
according to what they have done. Believers will be judged, not to see if they merit 
eternal life. This will be a judgment for rewards. Believers’ works cannot save them, 
but their deeds are important to God.” (Johnson, 249) 

86



their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds.33 Then death 
and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire.34 This lake of fire is the 
second death.35 And anyone whose name was not found recorded in 
the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.36 

7.  What captures your attention or alarms you most in Revelation
      20:11–15? Why?

8.  Scripture teaches that being saved by faith37 is meant to lead to a
      changed life and good deeds to help others. In other words, 
      Christians’ actions will be noted in God’s “books,” reviewed and 
      evaluated (Revelation 20). In light of that truth, underline what 
      speaks to you in the following verses, calling you to action? 

a.  Matthew 5:14–16 
You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that 
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under 
a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives 
light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good 
deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father. 

33 “Here the wicked are held accountable for their unrighteous deeds.” (Duvall, 290) 
(Romans 2:6–11; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11–12)
34 “The last of God’s enemies to be destroyed is death itself.” (Duvall, 291) “All of 
God’s enemies will suffer the same fate in the lake of fire—the beast and the false 
prophet (Revelation 19:20), Satan (Revelation 20:10), death (Revelation 20:14), and 
wicked humans (Revelation 20:15; 21:8). …In Revelation, the lake of fire signifies 
eternal punishment (Revelation 14:10–11; 20:10).” (Duvall, 290) “The lake of fire 
symbolizes a state of being marked by deep regret and searing anguish. ‘Those who 
die in their sins do not pass into nothingness and forgetfulness.’” (Johnson, 354)
35 The second death almost certainly means an eternal death of unbelievers 
following one’s earthly dying. (Fee, 287)
36 While Revelation 20 can be perplexing even to Bible scholars, “this much is 
certain: There will be a final judgment and divine justice will be meted out.” (Fee, 
288)
37 Acts 2:21; 16:30–31; Ephesians 2:8–9
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b.  1 Timothy 6:18
Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in 
good works and generous to those in need, always being ready 
to share with others. 

c.  Titus 3:14
Our people must learn to do good by meeting the urgent needs 
of others… 

d.  James 3:13 
If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an 
honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes 
from wisdom. 

Your personal take-aways:
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9.  Many of us can identify with the words of J. Scott Duvall when he 
      said, “Although the word ‘hell’ is often thrown around in our
      society as a curse or exclamation, the Bible clearly teaches the 
      reality of hell [the lake of fire] as the place of final punishment. 
      This will be the fate of real people, people we know. … What 
      causes my heart to ache right now as I’m writing this is that my life 
      shows little evidence that I actually believe this. Every time my 
      thoughts wander to the future of unbelievers, I quickly brush them 
      aside so they don’t ruin my day. But there is a reality here that I 
      can’t ignore.”38   

How would you describe your beliefs and attitude about hell? 

38 Duvall, 291
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 WORSHIP
	 Take	a	moment	to	enter	into	a	time	of	worship—both	on	your	
own	and	with	your	community—to	show	praise,	adoration	and	love	
for God.

Think back to your response to the welcome question, “When and 
where did you receive Christ?” At the moment you believed, your 
name was written in the Book of Life.  

Having read and studied Revelation 20 with its implications for 
those whose names are not in the Book of Life, what words of relief, 
gratitude and wonder come to mind as you ponder your very different 
eternal future? Turn those words into a prayer, statement or song of 
worship.
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 WITNESS
	 Believers	are	called	to	reflect	Christ	in	the	world.	This	section	
will	help	you	engage	with	how	to	be	a	witness—reflecting	Christ—
this	week.

Imagine yourself walking alongside a river that you know has a 
massive waterfall. “You encounter a party of people on a raft, floating 
toward you and the waterfall. They are laughing, joking and having a 
good time, utterly unaware of their impending doom. Each second, 
they are drawing closer to the waterfall. What would you do? Let 
them pass? Cry out? Look for a rope to throw? Would you do anything 
you can to keep those people from heading over the falls?”39  
Revelation 20, and the Bible in general, teach the reality of hell (the 
lake of fire). We may not know exactly what it will be like, but we 
know it will be dreadful. This will be the fate of real people, people we 
know.

Who can you envision in that raft?  

What actions can you take to warn them and offer the mercy, 
forgiveness and eternal love of Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

39 Duvall, 293
91



Prayer Requests
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