
THE TWO FEASTS
Lesson 13

Revelation 19

 WELCOME 
	 What	is	one	of	the	most	memorable	celebrations	you	have	
ever	attended?	What	was	special	about	it?

INTRODUCTION 
In	the	previous	chapter,	Revelation	18,	a	funeral	dirge	was	sung	over	
Babylon.	Then,	in	Revelation 18:20,	the	dirge	gave	way	to	a	call	for	
those	in	heaven	to	rejoice.	Revelation	19	begins	with	that	rejoicing,	as	
the	many	voices	of	heaven	praise	the	Lord.	The	time	has	come	for	the	
bride	of	Christ	to	celebrate	the	wedding	feast	of	the	Lamb.	In	contrast,	
a	different	and	much	more	disturbing	feast	has	been	prepared	for	
those	who	reject	and	fight	against	God.
 
Tips for meaningful engagement with the Word: 
• A	key	feature	of	the	first	part	of	this	chapter	is	a	series	of	

“Hallelujahs.”	They	will	appear	in	the	passage	as	“Praise	the	
Lord”	(Revelation 19:1,	3–6).	The	Greek	word	hallēlouia comes 
from	a	Hebrew	phrase	literally	translated	“You	praise	Yahweh.”1 
Revelation	19	is	the	only	place	in	the	New	Testament	where	this	
word	is	found.	In	the	Old	Testament	this	phrase	is	most	often	used	
in	the	Psalms	sung	before	and	after	the	Passover	meal	(Psalm 
113–118).	The	Passover	meal	commemorated	God	delivering	
Israel	from	captivity	in	Egypt.	“Now	‘Hallelujah’	is	sung	because	
a	new	meal	is	at	hand—the	feast	that	celebrates	the	greater	
deliverance	won	through	the	blood	of	the	Lamb.”2 

• Though	this	chapter	is	about	Christ’s	victory,	it	also	speaks	again	
about	destruction.	Throughout	Revelation,	the	destruction	of	evil	
has	been	revisited	again	and	again	in	such	a	way	that	one	wonders	
how	the	destruction	isn't	finished	yet.	Revelation	takes	readers	

1	Hallelu	means	“you	praise”	and	Jah or Yah	is	the	short	form	of	the	sacred	name	of	
God.	https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?t=kjv&strongs=g239
2	Johnson,	305-307
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through	a	series	of	visions,	making	it	clear	that	they	cannot	predict	
how	the	future	unfolds.	While	this	can	be	unsettling,	these	visions	
always	bring	readers	“back	to	the	presence	of	God	and	the	Lamb,	
who	are	worthy	of	the	readers’	trust.”3 

• In	this	lesson,	Revelation	19	will	be	divided	into	two	parts,	with	
questions	following	each.	Verses 1–10	contain	heaven’s	songs	of	
praise	and	thankfulness	and	highlight	the	wedding	feast	of	the	
Lamb.	Verses 11–21	picture	Jesus	Christ	as	the	warrior,	triumphing	
over	evil	with	His	Word,	and	setting	out	an	awful	feast	of	flesh. 
As	you	read,	you	will	notice	that	the	verse	numbers	have	been	
removed	and	footnotes	have	been	inserted.	These	footnotes	will	
help	clarify	the	passage	and	provide	further	understanding.	

 WORD
 As you come to the Word, pause and ask God to make 
it come alive for you. Ask Him to make it understandable and 
transformational.

Revelation 19:1–10
After this, I heard what sounded like a vast crowd in heaven4 shouting,

“Praise the Lord!
    Salvation and glory and power belong to our God. 
His judgments are true and just. 
    He has punished the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality.5 
    He has avenged the murder of his servants.”

And again their voices rang out:
“Praise the Lord! 
    The smoke from that city ascends forever and ever!”
Then the twenty-four elders and the four living beings fell down 
and worshiped God, who was sitting on the throne. They cried out, 
“Amen! 
Praise the Lord!”

3	Koester,	173
4	Some	scholars	understand	this	vast	crowd	to	be	the	angelic	hosts,	but	the	specific	
mention	of	salvation	(19:1)	and	avenging	the	blood	of	the	martyrs	(19:2) make it 
more	likely	that	this	is	the	Church	made	up	of	people	“from	every	nation	and	tribe	
and	people	and	language”	(Revelation 7:9–10, 14).	(Mounce,	336-337)
5	The	corruption	caused	by	the	great	prostitute,	as	described	in	Revelation	17–18,	
can	be	summed	up	this	way:	She	causes	people	to	be	separated	from	God,	unable	
to	worship	Him	and	unable	to	enter	the	temple;	she	joins	the	beast	in	deceiving	the	
nations	and	killing	God’s	servants.	(Barton,	221)
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And from the throne came a voice that said,
“Praise our God,
    all his servants,
all who fear him,
    from the least to the greatest.”

Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the 
roar of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder:6 

“Praise the Lord!
    For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.
 Let us be glad and rejoice,
    and let us give honor to him.
For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb,7 
   and his bride has prepared herself. 
She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” 
    For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.8 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited 

6	The	first	time	the	vast	crowd	shouted	praise,	they	were	praising	God	for	His	faithful	
and	true	judgment	of	the	prostitute	(Revelation 19:1–2).	This	time	their	praise	is	
even	louder	and	more	powerful	as	evidenced	by	the	volume	described	in	this	verse	
because	they	are	praising	God	for	His	faithfulness	in	bringing	them	fully	prepared	to	
the	wedding	feast.	(Mounce,	339)
7	In	first-century	Judaism	“there	were	three	steps	in	getting	married:	there	was	
engagement,	or	more	technically,	betrothal;	preparation	for	the	wedding;	and	the	
wedding	supper	itself.”	(Johnson,	311-312)	In	the	betrothal	ceremony,	the	groom	
would	pay	the	price	set	by	the	father	for	the	bride,	after	which	the	marriage	was	
legally	binding.	A	covenant	was	then	established	between	them,	“sealed	by	drinking	
a	cup	of	wine,	over	which	a	betrothal	benediction	was	pronounced:	‘This	cup	is	a	
new	covenant.’”	(Johnson,	311-312)	The	groom	would	then	leave	for	about	a	year	to	
prepare	a	place	for	them	to	live	while	the	bride	prepared	for	the	wedding.	When	he	
was	ready,	the	groom	would	return	to	surprise	his	bride,	usually	at	night,	and	bring	
her	to	the	wedding	celebration.	The	bride	would	come	out,	dressed	in	her	wedding	
attire	and	they	would	go	to	the	wedding	where	the	guests	would	be	waiting,	dressed	
in	their	special	robes.	(Johnson,	311-312)	Jesus	provided	the	way	for	the	Church	to	
be	presented	as	His	pure	bride	(Ephesians 5:25–27).	Through	His	death,	Jesus	paid	a	
high	price	for	her	(1 Corinthians 6:20).	Before	His	death,	at	the	Passover	supper	Jesus	
raised	the	cup	of	wine	and	declared,	“This	cup	is	the	new	covenant	between	God	
and	His	people”	(Luke 22:20).	After	the	Last	Supper,	using	language	reminiscent	of	
the	marriage	feast,	Jesus	told	His	disciples	that	He	was	going	away	to	prepare	a	place	
for	them,	and	He	would	come	again	to	get	them	(John 14:2–3).	In	Revelation 19:7,	it	
is	declared	that	the	time	has	come	for	the	great	celebration	feast	joining	Jesus,	the	
Lamb,	with	His	bride!
8	The	fine	white	linen	represents	righteousness.	That	these	garments	were	“given”	
points	to	the	work	of	Jesus	on	the	cross,	which	allows	His	bride	to	be	made	righteous.	
The	linen	garments	also	reflect	the	fact	that	the	saints	had	lived	a	life	of	good	deeds.	
(Barton,	226)	By	contrast,	the	prostitute,	Babylon	sought	to	buy	fine	linen	(18:12).	
(Koester,	169)

69



to the wedding feast of the Lamb.”9 And he added, “These are true 
words that come from God.”
 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, 
don’t worship me. I am a servant of God, just like you and your 
brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only 
God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.”10 

1.		What	is	God	being	praised	for	as	you	look	back	at	the	calls	to
						“Praise	the	Lord,”	or	“Hallelujahs,”	in	this	passage?	

Who	is	being	called	to	praise	Him?	(19:5)

2.		God	has	always	desired	a	loving	relationship	with	His	people.	
						What	thoughts	arise	as	you	consider	your	invitation	into	a	
						marriage-like,	covenantal	relationship	with	the	Lamb,	Jesus?	(see	
						footnote	7)

9 Revelation 19:9	is	the	fourth	of	seven	beatitudes,	or	blessings,	in	Revelation.	In	
the	preceding	verses	the	Church	was	pictured	as	the	bride,	and	now,	in	this	blessing,	
the	Church	is	pictured	as	the	guests	who	are	invited	to	the	wedding.	(Mounce,	341)	
During	His	ministry,	Jesus	told	a	parable	about	the	kingdom	of	heaven	being	like	a	
king	who	prepared	a	wedding	feast	for	his	son,	but	many	rejected	the	invitation	to	
the	feast,	so	he	invited	anyone	he	could	find.	Even	then,	some	did	not	come	dressed	
for	the	wedding	and	were	thrown	out	of	the	wedding	feast	(Matthew 22:1–14).	
Here,	God’s	blessing	is	bestowed	on	those	who	have	been	invited,	have	responded	
affirmatively,	and	are	now	attending	the	feast	He	has	prepared	for	them.
10	“This	scene	challenges	all	forms	of	idolatry	and	sends	the	clear	message	that	all	
true	prophecy	exalts	Jesus.”	(Duvall,	265)
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a.		Based	on	what	you	have	learned	in	footnote	7	about	Jesus	as
						the	betrothed	groom	who	loves	His	Church,	describe	your	
						anticipation	for	His	return	to	bring	you	and	all	believers	to	the	
						wedding	feast.	

b.		How	would	you	like	to	see	your	anticipation	continue	to	grow?

Revelation 19:11–21
 Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing 
there.11 Its rider was named Faithful and True,12 for he judges fairly and 
wages a righteous war.13 His eyes were like flames of fire,14 and on his 
head were many crowns.15 A name was written on him that no one 

11	For	the	original	audience,	the	white	horse,	as	well	as	the	crowns,	titles,	and	other	
military	imagery	in	19:11–16,	would	have	called	to	mind	the	Roman	procession	of	
triumph,	in	which	successful	military	commanders	celebrated	their	victory	with	a	
spectacular	parade.	(Duvall,	269)
12	This	name,	“Faithful	and	True”	echoes	Revelation 3:14	where	Jesus	is	called	the	
faithful	and	true	witness.	It	reaffirms	His	character	and	identity	as	the	One	who	is	
faithful	to	execute	God’s	just	and	true	judgments	(Revelation 16:7;	19:2).	(Duvall,	269)
13	The	vision	in	this	passage	depicts	Jesus,	the	returning	Warrior,	and	describes	the	
battle	in	which	Jesus’	enemies	are	defeated	and	punished.	This	battle	(Revelation 
19:17–21)	was	anticipated	in	the	sixth	trumpet	judgment	(Revelation 9:13–19)	and	
the	sixth	bowl	judgment	(Revelation 16:12–16).	(Fee,	271-272)
14	Jesus	is	also	depicted	with	eyes	like	flames	of	fire	in	Revelation 1:14	and	2:18.	This	
description	likely	symbolizes	Jesus’	penetrating	insight	and	wisdom	to	judge.	(Duvall,	
269)
15	“Christ’s	many	crowns	symbolize	his	ultimate	authority.”	(Barton,	230)	The	dragon	
wore	seven	crowns	in	Revelation 12:3	and	the	beast	had	ten	crowns	in	Revelation 
13:1.	They	represented	a	false,	demonic	royalty,	but	now	the	true	King	of	the	universe	
appears,	wearing	many	crowns.	(Fee,	275)
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understood except himself.16 He wore a robe dipped in blood,17 and his 
title was the Word of God.18 The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of 
pure white linen, followed him on white horses.19 From his mouth came 
a sharp sword to strike down the nations.20 He will rule them with an 
iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice 
flowing from a winepress.21 On his robe at his thigh was written this title: 
King of all kings and Lord of all lords.22 
 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, shouting to the vultures 
flying high in the sky: “Come! Gather together for the great banquet 
God has prepared. Come and eat the flesh of kings, generals, and strong 
warriors; of horses and their riders; and of all humanity, both free and 
slave, small and great.”23 
16	“So	great	is	God’s	power	that	his	name	is	known	only	by	himself.	Knowledge	of	the	
name	is	in	antiquity	associated	with	the	power	of	a	god.	When	a	name	becomes	known,	
then	the	power	is	shared	with	those	to	whom	the	disclosure	is	made.”	(Gaebelein,	574)	
Several	names	of	God	are	revealed	in	this	vision,	yet	one	remains	unknown,	possibly	
reminding	readers	of	God’s	ultimate,	unshared	power.
17	The	martyred	overcomers	had	robes	washed	in	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	(Revelation 
7:14).	Some	scholars	suggest	that	the	blood	on	Jesus’	robe	here	is	the	blood	of	the	
martyrs.	Others	think	that,	when	considering	the	whole	message	of	Revelation	and	the	
New	Testament,	it	should	be	seen	as	the	Lamb’s	own	blood.	Considering	that	in	this	
passage	Jesus	appears	not	as	the	Lamb	but	as	a	conquering	warrior,	there	is	also	reason	
to	view	this	blood	as	the	blood	of	Christ’s	enemies,	as	depicted	in	descriptions	of	God’s	
enemies	being	crushed	like	grapes	in	a	winepress	(Isaiah 63:1–6;	Revelation 14:19–20;	
19:15).	(Barton,	231;	Mounce,	345;	Johnson,	327-328)
18	This	affirms	John 1:1,	14.	As	the	Word,	Jesus	has	the	authority	to	carry	out	God’s	plan.
19	That	the	army	is	dressed	in	pure	white	linen	speaks	to	their	character	and	the	
righteousness	of	their	cause.	(Mounce,	346;	Barton,	276)	The	description	echoes	
Revelation 19:8,	identifying	the	army	as	“the	redeemed—the	bride	of	the	Lamb,”	who	
are	now	following	Jesus	on	white	horses	as	well,	though	they	are	never	depicted	actually	
fighting.	(Fee,	276)
20	The	sharp	two-edged	sword	coming	from	Christ’s	mouth	was	also	seen	in	the	first	
vision	of	Revelation	(Revelation 1:16;	2:12).	(Barton,	232)	“Here	the	most	important	
point	is	that	[John’s]	account	of	the	great	battle	in	19:11–21	explicitly	mentions	only	
one	weapon:	the	word	of	God.”	(Koester,	174)	This	battle	is	waged	and	won	by	a	word,	
visualized	as	a	sword.	It	is	no	ordinary	war,	but	the	ultimate	triumph	of	God	over	evil.	
(Koester,	174)
21	The	rod	symbolizes	His	retaliatory	destruction	in	defense	of	His	sheep	and	the	
winepress	symbolizes	God’s	fierce	wrath	against	sin.	(Mounce,	347)
22	For	a	person	seated	on	a	horse,	the	thigh	would	have	been	a	prominent	place	to	
display	such	a	title.	(Mounce,	347-348)
23	The	great	banquet	that	God	has	prepared	presents	a	grim	contrast	to	the	marriage	
feast	of	the	lamb.	The	disturbing	picture	of	this	banquet	is	symbolic	of	the	universal	
dishonor	and	destruction	awaiting	those	who	have	not	accepted	God’s	invitation.	
(Mounce,	349)	It	doesn’t	matter	what	earthly	status	one	has	or	doesn’t	have,	all	people	
will	either	accept	God’s	invitation	to	the	wedding	feast	of	the	Lamb	(19:5,	7) or be 
devoured	on	the	battlefield	of	God’s	wrath.	(Duvall,	270)
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 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their 
armies gathered together to fight against the one sitting on the horse 
and his army. And the beast was captured, and with him the false 
prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the beast—miracles 
that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and who 
worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were 
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.24 Their entire army 
was killed by the sharp sword that came from the mouth of the one 
riding the white horse.25 And the vultures all gorged themselves on the 
dead bodies.26  

3.		The	first	paragraph	of	this	section	of	Scripture	(Revelation 19:11–
      16)	is	made	up	almost	entirely	of	descriptions	and	names	of	Jesus,	
						most	of	which	are	repeated	from	previous	parts	of	Revelation.	
						Underline	the	descriptions	and	names	of	Jesus	from	this	passage.	

Which	descriptions	or	names	capture	your	imagination	or	draw	
you	to	worship	Jesus	and	why?

24	“The	fiery	lake	is	…	what	is	traditionally	understood	as	‘hell’	(i.e.,	the	place	of	final	
punishment).”	(Duvall,	271)
25	“The	evil	forces	are	‘gathered’…to	fight	against	Christ	(Revelation 16:14,	16;	
19:19),	but	the	epic	battle	never	occurs.	Jesus	conquers	by	simply	appearing	and	
speaking	words	of	judgment	against	his	enemies	(cf.	the	sharp	sword	of	his	word	
in 19:15).”	(Duvall,	271)	This	vision	of	the	final	battle	reveals	in	descriptive,	but	
not	necessarily	literal,	language,	a	real	event	at	the	end	of	time	in	which	all	those	
opposed	to	God	will	actually	experience	their	final	defeat	and	judgment.	(Mounce,	
349)
26	Many	scholars	connect	this	whole	passage	about	the	final	battle	with	the	second	
coming	of	Christ	(2 Thessalonians 1:7–10).	The	assumption	that	this	is	Jesus’	return	
to	earth	may	be	because	the	vultures,	beasts,	kings	and	their	armies	in	verses 17 
and	19	appear	to	be	on	earth.	In	this	passage	John	doesn’t	actually	mention	the	
movement	of	Jesus	from	heaven	to	earth,	or	specify	exactly	where	Jesus	is	as	He	
wins	the	battle.	However,	apocalyptic	literature,	by	nature,	blurs	the	line	between	
heaven	and	earth.	(Fee,	273)
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4.		Despite	the	fact	that	the	battle	lines	are	drawn,	and	both	sides	
						appear	geared	up	to	fight,	no	actual	fighting	is	described—whether	
						by	Jesus	or	by	God’s	people.	Does	this	surprise	you?	Why	or	why
						not?

5.		The	horrific	vision	of	birds	feasting	on	flesh	(19:17–18,	21) is 
						especially	disturbing	when	it	is	described	as	“the	great	banquet	
						God	has	prepared”	(19:17).	These	images	were	meant	to	be	
						disturbing—a	strong	warning	to	all.	The	people	who	will	be	
						destroyed	in	this	banquet	are	those	who	will	ultimately	reject	this
						warning	and	reject	Christ	as	the	means	of	forgiveness	and	
						reconciliation.	They	are	the	destroyers	of	the	earth.	(Revelation   
      11:18)27  

Do	you	think	the	contrast	between	the	wedding	feast	of	the	Lamb	
and	the	banquet	of	flesh	is	a	helpful	comparison?	Why	or	why	
not?

27	Koester,	179
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6.		The	wedding	feast	of	the	Lamb	is	a	promise	to	believers,	while	
						the	image	of	birds	feasting	on	the	flesh	of	God’s	enemies	serves	as	
						a	warning.	The	purpose	of	a	promise	is	to	offer	assurance,	while	
						the	purpose	of	a	warning	is	to	bring	change.	However,	both	can	
						serve	the	same	end—to	call	people	to	persevere	in	faith.28 
						Describe	a	time	in	your	life	when	you	needed	God’s	assurance	in	
						order	to	overcome	by	persevering	in	your	faith.

a.		Describe	a	time	when	you	needed	a	warning	in	order	to	
						overcome	by	persevering	in	your	faith.

b.		Which	do	you	think	you	need	most	right	now,	promise	or	
						warning,	and	why?

28	Koester,	179-180
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 WORSHIP
	 Take	a	moment	to	enter	into	a	time	of	worship—both	on	your	
own	and	with	your	community—to	show	praise,	adoration	and	love	
for God.

Revelation	19	describes	the	roar	of	a	great	crowd	of	believers	and	
other	heavenly	beings	praising	God.	Join	the	great	crowd	by	choosing	
one	of	these	statements	of	praise	to	rewrite	in	your	own	words.

Praise the Lord! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God. 
His judgments are true and just. He has punished the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality. He has avenged the 
murder of his servants. (19:1–2)

                     

                    

                     

Praise our God, all his servants, all who fear him, from the least to the 
greatest.	(19:5)

                     

                    

                     

Praise the Lord! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come 
for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 
She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear. (19:6–8)

                     

                    

                     

Consider	sharing	your	statement	of	praise	by	reading	it	aloud	to	a	
friend	or	to	your	group.
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 WITNESS
	 Believers	are	called	to	reflect	Christ	in	the	world.	This	section	
will	help	you	engage	with	how	to	be	a	witness—reflecting	Christ—
this	week.

Jesus’	parable	about	the	wedding	feast	(Matthew 22:1–14)	illustrates	
God’s	heart	to	offer	an	invitation	to	everyone	to	come	to	the	wedding	
feast.	Not	everyone	will	accept	His	invitation,	nor	will	everyone	have	
prepared	themselves	appropriately	for	the	occasion.	Yet	the	invitation	
still	goes	out	to	all;	Scripture	says	everyone	was	invited,	good	and	bad	
alike.	

Sometimes	we	can	allow	our	assumptions	about	the	interest	or	
worthiness	of	others	to	impact	the	way	we	present	God’s	invitation.	
This	week,	ask	God	to	deepen	your	awareness	of	the	ways	you	may	
have	unintentionally	limited	the	invitation	list.	Ask	Him	to	make	you	
aware	of	those	who	might	have	disqualified	themselves,	thinking	
themselves	unworthy	of	receiving	such	an	invitation.	

Pray	for	them.	Look	for	opportunities	to	share	God’s	love	and	
invitation.
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Prayer Requests
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