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Wind-Powered Prophecy
Lesson 6

1 Corinthians 14:1–5

 Big Idea
	 Often,	in	our	culture,	prophecy	can	have	negative	connotations.	
The	word	“prophecy”	causes	some	to	think	about	tarot	cards,	fortune	
telling	or	wild	predictions	about	the	end	of	the	world.	It	causes	others	
to	think	about	the	abuse	of	prophecy	in	the	Church	when	it	is	used	
to	condemn,	shame,	control	or	as	a	manipulation	of	power.	Fear	and	
misunderstanding	have,	at	times,	been	connected	with	the	very	word	
“prophecy.”	
	 However,	throughout	Scripture,	prophecy	was	a	powerful	gift	used	
by	God	as	He	spoke	to	people	through	Holy	Spirit.	In	the	Old	Testament,	
God	used	prophets	to	give	a	word	of	warning	or	comfort	to	God’s	people.	
Then,	in	the	New	Testament,	Holy	Spirit	was	given,	and	all	believers	
were	able	to	hear	directly	from	God.1	In	this	lesson	we	will	look	at	the	
continuing	role	of	prophecy	among	God’s	people.

 Background
	 It	may	be	said	by	some	that	1	Corinthians	13,	which	focused	on	
love,	was	a	bit	of	a	digression.	However,	Paul	intentionally	tucked	the	
chapter	on	love	between	chapter	12,	regarding	the	various	gifts	of	the	
Spirit,	and	chapter	14,	which	focused	on	prophecy	and	the	gift	of	tongues.
At	the	time	of	this	letter’s	writing,	the	Corinthians	wanted	to	have	the	gift	
of	tongues	more	than	the	gift	of	prophecy	or	any	other	gift.	They	viewed	
speaking	in	tongues	as	a	sign	of	spiritual	superiority.	While	the	gift	of	
tongues	was,	and	remains,	a	legitimate	spiritual	gift,2	“the	mistake	the	
Corinthians	were	making	was	to	emphasize	their	own	personal	edification	
to	the	neglect	of	the	church.	They	wanted	to	build	themselves	up,	and	
that	came	at	the	expense	of	their	fellow	believers.”3	Paul	insisted	that	
prophecy,	expressed	in	love,	could	benefit	the	whole	church.	

1	Hearing	from	God	through	Holy	Spirit	is	a	reality	for	all	believers.	The	gift	of	prophecy	is	a	
supernatural	ability	to	hear	from	God	for	others.
2	The	context	of	the	ministry	is	what	determines	the	value	of	a	particular	gift.	Speaking	in	tongues	
is	a	valid	gift	for	today.	However,	in	the	public	ministry	setting,	the	gift	of	tongues	must	have	
someone	to	interpret	for	it	to	be	profitable	for	strengthening	the	body.	“Spiritual	Gifts.”	The	
Christian	and	Missionary	Alliance,	www.cmalliance.org/about/beliefs/perspectives/spiritual-gifts.
3	Wiersbe,	Warren	W.	Be Wise: Discern the Difference between Man’s Knowledge and God’s 
Wisdom: NT Commentary, I Corinthians.	David	C	Cook,	2010.	149



 Read 1 Corinthians 14:1–5
 1 Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the 
special abilities the Spirit gives—especially the ability to prophesy. 2 For if 
you have the ability to speak in tongues, you will be talking only to God, 
since people won’t be able to understand you. You will be speaking by the 
power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. 3 But one who prophesies 
strengthens others, encourages them, and comforts them. 4 A person who 
speaks in tongues is strengthened personally, but one who speaks a word 
of prophecy strengthens the entire church.
 5 I wish you could all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you 
could all prophesy. For prophecy is greater than speaking in tongues, 
unless someone interprets what you are saying so that the whole church 
will be strengthened.

 Dig In
 
1.		Lesson	5	was	focused	on	love	(1	Corinthians	13),	and	Paul	reiterated	
						this	point	by	starting	chapter	14	with	a	firm	statement	that	love	
						should	be	the	highest	goal.	Since	Paul	was	so	focused	on	love,	
						start	this	lesson	with	a	brief	summary	about	what	you	learned	from	
						1	Corinthians	13.

a.		After	emphasizing	love	again,	what	was	the	next	thing	Paul	
					declared?	(1 Corinthians 14:1)

b.		What	do	you	find	surprising	about	Paul’s	statement?

2.		How	did	Paul	justify	his	statement	that	prophecy	should	be	especially	
						desired	over	speaking	in	tongues?	(14:2)
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What	is	the	purpose	of	prophecy?	(14:3–4)

3.		Paul’s	description	of	healthy	prophecy	in	1 Corinthians 14:3	is	a	
						straightforward	way	to	understand	how	prophecy	is	meant	to	affect	
						the	body	of	Christ.	Read	and	respond	to	the	following	Scriptures	and	
						explanations	to	further	your	understanding	of	prophecy.	Feel	free	to	
						comment,	write	questions	or	note	whatever	comes	to	mind	as	you	
						read.	

a.		2 Peter 1:20–21 
20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever 
came from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human 
initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke from God. 

b.		Romans 12:6
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain 
things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 
out with as much faith as God has given you. 

c.		Prophet:	One	who	hears	and	listens	to	God.1 

d.		Prophet:	One	who	speaks	forth	or	openly.	A	proclaimer	of	a	divine	
						message.2 

1	Breen,	Mike. Building a Discipling Culture: How to Release a Missional Movement by Discipling 
People like Jesus Did.	3DM	Publishing,	2017.	163	
2	Goodrick,	Edward	W.,	and	John	R.	Kohlenberger.	The Strongest NIV Exhaustive Concordance.	
Zondervan,	2004.	1588
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e.		The	ability	to	prophesy	may	involve	predicting	future	events,	but	
						its	main	purpose	is	to	communicate	God’s	message	to	people,	
						providing	insight,	warning,	correction	and	encouragement.1 

f.		Prophesying	is	speaking	in	order	to	strengthen,	encourage	and	
					comfort	others.	However,	prophecy	is	not	just	speaking	human	
					encouragement;	it	is	speaking	divine	encouragement.	In	simple	
					terms,	prophecy	is	“hearing”	from	God	and	speaking	what	you	hear	
					in	order	to	build,	comfort	or	encourage	someone.2 

4.		Paul	wasn’t	saying	that	prophecy	is	intrinsically	better	than	other	
						gifts	(1 Corinthians 14:5).	Rather,	lovingly	building	up	and	edifying	the	
						whole	Church	is	the	goal.	Now	that	you	have	a	better	understanding	of	
						prophecy,3	how	can	prophecy	help	do	that?

How	could	Paul’s	insistence	that	love	is	essential	impact	the	use	of	
prophecy	for	the	Church?

1 Life Application Study Bible: New Living Translation.	Tyndale	House	Publishers,	2004.	1950
2	Hirsch,	Alan,	et	al.	The Permanent Revolution: Apostolic Imagination and Practice for the 21st 
Century Church. Kindle	ed.,	Jossey-Bass,	2012.	99
3	From	the	information	in	question	three.
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5.		It’s	clear	from	Scripture	that	there	are	false	prophets.	From	the		
						following	Scriptures,	what	are	some	ways	we	distinguish	false		
						prophets	from	those	who	are	truly	speaking	from	God?		

a.		Matthew 7:15–17, 201 
15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep 
but are really vicious wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, 
that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thorn bushes, 
or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad 
tree produces bad fruit. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its 
fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.

b.		1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 
19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 
21 but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 

22 Stay away from every kind of evil.

c.		1 John 4:1–3
1 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by 
the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes 
from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. 2 This is 
how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to 
be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, 
that person has the Spirit of God. 3 But if someone claims to be a 
prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that 
person is not from God.

1 Galatians 5:22–23
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6.		“[The	Old1	and]	the	New	Testament[s]	give	us	many	of	the	
						characteristics	and	activities	of	those	called	prophets.”2	Underline	or	
						note	what	you	learn	from	these	verses.

a.		Joel 2:28–29	(fulfilled	at	Pentecost	in	Acts 2:14–18)
28 “Then, after doing all those things,
    I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
    Your old men will dream dreams,
    and your young men will see visions.
29 In those days I will pour out my Spirit
    even on servants—men and women alike.

b.		Luke 1:67–70
67 Then [John the Baptist’s] father, Zechariah, was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy:
68 “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has visited and redeemed his people.
69 He has sent us a mighty Savior
    from the royal line of his servant David,
70 just as he promised
    through his holy prophets long ago.

c.		Luke 2:36–38
36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the 
daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. 
Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 
37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God 
with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was 
talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She 
talked about the child [Jesus] to everyone who had been waiting 
expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.

1	The	Books	of	the	Prophets	in	the	Old	Testament	can	be	broken	up	into	the	Major	Prophets:	
Isaiah,	Jeremiah,	Lamentations,	Ezekiel,	and	Daniel,	and	the	Minor	Prophets:	Hosea,	Joel,	Amos,	
Obadiah,	Jonah,	Micah,	Nahum,	Habakkuk,	Zephaniah,	Haggai,	Zechariah,	and	Malachi.	These	
designations	are	based	on	the	length	of	the	text.	The	prophets	of	the	Old	Testament	were	called	to	
present	God’s	message	to	God’s	people	and	to	remind	them	of	the	promise	of	the	Messiah.
2	Barton,	Bruce	B.,	and	Grant	R.	Osborne.	1 & 2 Corinthians.	Tyndale	House,	1999.	194
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d.		John 16:13–14 (Jesus	speaking	to	His	disciples)
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. 
He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. 
He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling 
you whatever he receives from me.

e.	 Acts 11:27–301  
27 During this time some prophets traveled from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 28 One of them named Agabus stood up in one of the 
meetings and predicted by the Spirit that a great famine was 
coming upon the entire Roman world. (This was fulfilled during the 
reign of Claudius.) 29 So the believers in Antioch decided to send 
relief to the brothers and sisters in Judea, everyone giving as much 
as they could. 30 This they did, entrusting their gifts to Barnabas 
and Saul to take to the elders of the church in Jerusalem.

f.		Acts 27:22–26	(Paul	speaking	to	the	crew	of	ship	traveling	to	Rome)
22 But take courage! None of you will lose your lives, even though 
the ship will go down. 23 For last night an angel of the God to whom 
I belong and whom I serve stood beside me, 24 and he said, ‘Don’t 
be afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar! What’s 
more, God in his goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing 
with you.’ 25 So take courage! For I believe God. It will be just as he 
said. 26 But we will be shipwrecked on an island.”
(The	fulfillment	of	this	prophecy	is	seen	in	the	continuing	story	of	
Paul	in	Acts 27:39–28:1.)	

g.		From	all	that	you’ve	learned,	how	do	you	see	prophecy	benefitting	
						the	people	of	God?

1 For	another	example	of	future	telling,	see	Acts 21:10–11,	which	is	fulfilled	in	Acts 21:27–33.
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7.		Jesus	said	that	His	sheep	can	hear	His	voice.	Prophecy	in	its	most	
						basic	form	is	hearing	what	God	is	saying	and	speaking	it	to	others.1 
						If	all	believers	can	hear	His	voice,	then	all	can	prophesy.	It	is	not	
						limited	to	special	people.2	Our	God	is	creative	and	speaks	in	a	variety	
						of	ways,	including:3 

Ways God Speaks Scripture Reference
A	particular	Scripture	coming	to	
mind

Acts 1:20

A	picture	or	vision Acts 10:11–17; Acts 16:9–10
A	dream Daniel 4:4–17; Daniel 7:1–14
A	picture	or	impression	of	a	word Acts 10:3	(niv)
A	sensation	or	pain	in	one’s	body Acts 9:8–9
A	spiritual	song Acts 16:25–26; Ephesians 5:19
Divinely	sent	messengers	or	angels Acts 1:9–11; Acts 8:26
Signs	and	wonders Luke 23:44–45; Acts 5:18–21; 

Acts 9:36–42; Acts 12:6–11

a.		As	you	review	some	of	the	ways	God	speaks,	can	you	think	of	a	
					time	when	God	spoke	to	you?	How	did	you	experience	God’s	voice?

b.		Have	you	had	the	experience	of	God	speaking	to	you	for	another	
					person?	Did	He	prompt	you	to	share	it	with	that	person	or	group	of	
					people?	What	was	that	experience	like?

1	It	can	be	hard	to	differentiate	between	having	a	spiritual	gift	and	having	occasional	abilities	or	
experiences.	The	reality	is	we	can	all	hear	from	Holy	Spirit.	You	may	receive	a	word	from	God	
for	others	and	not	have	the	gift	of	prophecy.	Remember,	sometimes	things	aren’t	as	clear	as	we	
would	like	them	to	be.	However,	if	your	life	is	frequently	marked	by	a	specific	ability,	and/or	its	use	
produces	particularly	abundant	spiritual	fruit,	you	most	likely	have	been	given	that	spiritual	gift.
2	Thompson,	Steve.	You May All Prophesy.	MorningStar	Publications,	2008.	367
3	“Biblical	and	Historical	Foundations	for	Guided	Listening	Prayer.”	Evangelism,	evangelism.
intervarsity.org/resource/biblical-and-historical-foundations-guided-listening-prayer.
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c.		Prophecy	is	supposed	to	strengthen	and	encourage.	Has	God	ever	
						given	you	a	message	through	someone	else	that	accomplished	
						that	purpose?	If	so,	write	about	that	experience	here.	

If	you	feel	led,	share	that	experience	with	your	group	or	someone	
you	trust	to	help	build	up	each	other’s	faith.

 Wind-Powered Prophecy
	 We	need	to	spend	time	with	God	in	order	to	hear	from	Him.	
When	we	spend	more	time	with	Him	we	are	better	able	to	recognize	
His	voice.	As	we	learned	in	the	previous	lesson,	His	voice	sounds	like	
love.	God’s	voice	is	patient	and	kind,	it	is	not	easily	angered	and	brings	
encouragement	and	hope.	“In	Scripture,	God	is	described	as	Savior,	
Redeemer,	Provider,	Healer,	Counselor,	Prince	of	Peace,	and	[much]	
more.	God’s	primary	desire	is	to	build	relationship	with	us.	He	promotes	
abundant	life	and	reconciliation.	He	brings	healing,	rescues	us	and	speaks	
words	of	reconciliation	and	restoration.”1 

	 Just	as	Anna,	a	prophet	found	in	Luke	2,	spent	time	in	the	
presence	of	God	and	then	was	able	to	hear	from	Him,	take	this	
opportunity	to	listen	to	God	through	the	following	exercise.	

1.		Think	of	a	friend	who	has	been	on	your	mind	or	heart;	ask	the	Lord	if	
						there	is	anything	He	would	like	to	say	to	you	for	that	person.	

2.		Prayerfully	examine	how	what	you	are	hearing	fits	with	the	loving	
						heart	of	God.	Consider	sharing	what	you	are	hearing	from	God	with	
						the	person	you	thought	of.

1	Johnson,	Jan.	When the Soul Listens: Finding Rest and Direction in Contemplative Prayer. 
NavPress,	2017.	129
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